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BAILOUT. TRILLION. 
STIMULUS.  
These are terms that are 
becoming commonplace in our 
daily vocabulary. 
 
HOPE. COMMUNITY. 
CONNECTEDNESS.  
Although we are more familiar 
with these concepts, we may be 
underestimating their relevance 
in the light of the current 
economic situation. Reaching 
out is not the expected action 
from a neighbor that got laid 
off or a co-worker that lost 
their home to bad debt. We 
should be looking for those 
opportunities to call a friend or 
business contact to check on 
their state of mind and the 

overall health of their business.  
We should make positive 
thinking a practice in our 
everyday lives. This doesnõt 
mean that we bury our heads in 
the sand and pretend that 
everything is going to be fine. 
We can choose to focus on the 
negative press and statistics 
and become one of the latter. 
Or we can choose to see the 
positive outcomes that will 
eventually prevail. I am a firm 
believer that òbreakdowns lead 
to breakthroughs.ó It might 
take someone (you) with an 
objective voice to point this 
out. 
 
Iõm not sure the dust has 
settled on our economy and 

donõt want to use this forum to 
make a prediction of when that 
will happen. I want to offer a 
note of encouragement for 
those that are struggling in 
business, with personal 
finances, with a spouse or the 
clerk at the local grocery store.  
 
Iõve often thought the saying 
òPractice Random Acts of 
Kindnessó to be somewhat 
cliché. Remember that 
òPractice Makes Perfect.ó 
 
Respectfully, 

Karen Franck 
CCGGA President 

Message from the President... 
Karen Franck, Greenheart Farms 

The Central Coast Greenhouse Growers Association (CCGGA) was founded to 
provide a cohesive organization that acts as a good neighbor within the local and 
regional community, providing information and education to neighbors; other 

community groups or businesses; and county, state, or federal agencies. The CCGGA 
acts on behalf of its members in resolving issues that may arise with neighbors, and 

suggests steps that will prevent future problems from arising. 
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The 2009 Central Coast Greenhouse 

Growers Association Annual Meeting and 

Luncheon proved to be a great success.  

Dr. Marvin Miller brought a refreshing and 

new perspective in his presentation.  The 

support from all our members was 

astounding.  All Seasons Flowers, Corey 

Nursery, and Greeheart Farms provided 

beautiful centerpieces which were raffled 

off as prizes.  American Horticulture 

Supply, Ball Tagawa, Farm Credit West, 

and Sunland Garden Products all donated 

items for this years Member Raffle as well.  

The response from attendees, both 

2009 CCGGA Annual Meeting & Luncheon 
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Dr. Marvin Miller, Ball Horticulture 

Company, spoke on industry trends. 

member and community wide, 

demonstrated the strength and need for 

our organization. 

 

In addition to the great successes this year, 

CCGGA has proved to be an invaluable 

asset to the Central Coast community.  We 

have been able to provide a large amount 

of donated items to many groups in our 

local area.  We have raised a generous 

amount of money through the our annual 

open house, only to give back thousands 

of dollars in scholarships to aspiring young 

minds.  We have even become a strong 

voice for our legislators; offering advice 

and opinions for regulation pertaining to 

our region.  It is because of our members 

that we can continue our efforts to strive 

as one of the leading groups in 

Agriculture. 

 

The support we have received this year has 

been unbelievable.  All we can do is thank 

everybody for their generosity and 

benevolence.  The faith CCGGA members 

has bestowed upon its Board has been a 

perfect depiction of the strength and unity 

of this great industry. 

 

 

Thank you to our 

Associate Members for their 

Displays at the 

2009 CCGGA Annual Meeting: 

American Horticulture Supply 

Farm Credit West 

Farm Supply Company 

Rabobank 

San Luis Obispo County Farm Bureau 

Sunland Garden Products 

Target Specialty Products 

San Luis Obispo, CA - The San Luis Obispo Countyõs 
Department of Agriculture is seeking help collecting important 
statistical crop and livestock yield and value information from local 
producers of agricultural commodities. 

Each year the Department collects data by mailing growers and 
producers a simple, confidential survey form. Data is summarized 
and reported into the Countyõs Annual Crop Report.  The Report 
contains a wealth of information about local agriculture such as a 
detailed listing of production units and values for local 
commodities including nursery plants, vineyards, fruits and 
vegetables, livestock and field crops. 

òThe information in the Crop Report is very important in tracking 
the health of this Countyõs economy and provides an analysis of 
the value of local agriculture" according to Bob Lilley, Agricultural 
Commissioner.  In 2007 the value of our local agricultural crops 
was estimated from survey data at $653,870,000. 

SURVEY OF LOCAL AGRICULTURE PRODUCTION FOR 2008 
BEGINS IN JANUARY 

òIt is very important and beneficial for growers and livestock 
producers to provide our Department the information by mailing 
back the survey form to our officeó Lilley said.  Statistics are used 
to determine values when requesting local crop disaster 
declarations, bankers and lenders use the data to make informed 
decisions and local economic forecasters track trends based upon 
accurate and current data.  òWe highly encourage participation in 
the survey and ask growers to cooperate by filling-out and 
returning the survey form so we can have the best information 
possible for the 2008 Annual Crop Reportó advised Lilley. 

Individual survey figures are kept strictly confidential but are 
necessary to determine an accurate total value for each commodity. 
Surveys will be mailed to producers in January, 2009. For more 
information about the survey contact Judy Groat, Agricultural 
Inspector/Biologist at 805-781-5910.  For past Crop Reports go to 
www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm.  


