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You donõt have to be a rocket 
scientist (or Chicken Little) to 
understand that business, 
banking, real estate, elections 
and employment are changing 
and that we should take 
nothing for granted. My 
grandmother and grandfather 
stayed in the same jobs for 30 
and 50 years respectively. In 
these uncertain times, there are 
no such guarantees in the 
workplace. Companies are 
cutting back, downsizing, 
mechaniz ing ,  dec la r i ng 
bankruptcy and closing their 
doors.  
 
In an atmosphere where the 
prevailing attitude is to look 
out for yourself, our challenge 

is to look out for one another. 
The CCGGA is taking that 
stance. Our goal has been 
simple, òestablish a good 
neighbor policy to resolve 
issues before they become 
problems and to develop 
workable solutions for all.ó  
 
The CCGGA Good Neighbor 
Policy has been a pivotal factor 
in reaching this goal. Mission 
accomplished. It is time for our 
organization to set new goals 
to help our members with 
issues arising from a weak 
economy, to determine ways to 
encourage òJoe the Plumberó 
to spend his discretionary 
income on plants and flowers 
and to promote ôlocally grownõ 

to consumers in California. In 
the coming months, the Board 
of Directors will be meeting to 
determine how we can best 
serve our membership with the 
resources available to us. We 
encourage you to be a part of 
this discussion and welcome 
any comments or suggestions 
you may have. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Franck 
CCGGA President 

Message from the President... 
Karen Franck, Greenheart Farms 

The Central Coast Greenhouse Growers Association (CCGGA) was founded to provide a cohesive 
organization that acts as a good neighbor within the local and regional community, providing infor-

mation and education to neighbors; other community groups or businesses; and county, state, or 
federal agencies. The CCGGA acts on behalf of its members in resolving issues that may arise with 

neighbors, and suggests steps that will prevent future problems from arising. 

CCGGA Mission Statement 
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The SLO County Board of Supervisors created the Agricultural Liaison Board April 27, 1970 to address issues related to agriculture 

within the county.  As stated in the ALAB Organizational Structure and General Guidelines; the purpose of this advisory board is to 

òéreceive, review, and propose for presentation to appropriate county agencies, complaints from members of the rural communities and 

to pursue necessary action...ó as well as òéprovid[e] agricultural perspective to the Board of Supervisors on land use planningéó 

Representation from the following groups include: 

Å Representatives from each supervisorial district - Dan Westigard, Lisen Bonnier, Tom Ikeda, Bill Struble, Christine Maguire 

Å SLO County Farm Bureau - R. Don Warden, Joy Fitzhugh 

Å Ag Finance - Mark Pearce 

Å Environmental - Anne McMahon, Debra Garrison 

Å Coastal San Luis RCD - Jean-Pierre Wolff 

Å Upper Salinas-Las Tablas RCD - Charles Pritchard 

Å SLO County Cattlemenõs Association - Dick Nock 

Å Wine grape industry - Neil Roberts 

Å Vegetable industry - Richard Quandt 

Å Nursery industry - Dave Pruitt 

Å Organic Grower/Direct Marketing industry - Eric Michielssen 
 

Scope of the Agricultural Liaison Advisory Board (ALAB): 

The ALAB is advisory in nature and is recognized as a forum for discussion of matters that relate to local agriculture 

and land use or as directed by the County Board of Supervisors. The ALAB members serve at the pleasure of the 

Board of Supervisors. Meetings are open to the public and agency members. 
 

CCGGA is a proud participant of the Agriculture Liaison Advisory Board.  Dave Pruitt, of Ball Tagawa Growers, represents our seat on 

this board.  Dave is able to share the perspective of greenhouse growers and nurserymen throughout the county.  In particular, addressing 

issues related to rural encroachment, land use zoning, and good neighbor policies.   

 

Ball Tagawa Growers represents our industry in a variety of facets.  They employee 45+ employees throughout the year.  Their 

production includes 3000 different varieties grown in 358,000 trays or over 150 million plugs.  Their plug production is distributed among 

78% annuals/perennials with the remaining 22% in cut flowers such as Lisianthus, Pansy, Petunia, Snapdragon Cuts, Impatiens, Begonia, 

Aster Cut, Snapdragon Bedding, and Primula.  Distribution for Ball Tagawa is primarily throughout the Pacific Northwest and California, 

with small quantities distributed in Canada and the rest of the United States. 

 

Please contact CCGGA with any specific issues regarding agriculture land use at 800-961-8901. 
Resources:  http://www.slocounty.ca.gov/agcomm/ALAB.htm, San Luis Obispo County Farmer & Rancher Magazine, August 2008 

CCGGA Participates on Ag Liaison Advisory Board (ALAB) 

and nurseries grow while building 
their own òmini greenhousesó to 
take home.  The day was a great 
success and enjoyed by all who 
attended.  

CCGGA Community In Action - 2008 AGVenture 

CCGGA proudly participates in 
the Annual Great AgVenture at 
the Paso Robles Fairgrounds.  
This fantastic event, held this 
year on October 8th,  brings ten 
fourth grade classes throughout 
SLO County to learn about the 
different components of 
agriculture.  CCGGAõs goal is to 
help students understand the 
importance of the greenhouse 
industry in our area.  They 
discovered what greenhouses 
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Students built personal greenhouses with a 

paper cup, two straws, and a plastic bag 

after potting vegetable or flower seeds. 



Annual Crop Report Available Now 

2008 Scholarship Recipients & NHS Donation 

The 2007 Annual Crop Report 
for San Luis Obispo County, 
Department of Agriculture 
Weights & Measures, features 
our local Nursery Industry. 
 
In Full Bloom highlights two 
specific nurseries.  Warrenõs 
Nursery in Los Osos adorns 
the cover with their beautiful 
greenhouse full of Reiger 
Begonias.  C&M Nursery is 
spotlighted with an excellent 
article highlighting their history 
and praising their agriculture 
practices. 

Articles also cover the 
importance of our growing 
locations, market influence, 
and workforce stability.  
CCGGA gains recognition for 
our efforts for òGood 
Neighbor Policiesó, 
scholarship awards, and our 
con t i nuous  commun i ty 
involvement. 
 
The 2007 Crop Report ranks 
the Nursery & Seed Industry 
value third in the county 
($107,674,000) while Fruit & 
Nut values drop to second 

($235,182,000) and Vegetables 
move into the highest ranking 
($235,474,000).  Agricultures 
total gross value in the county 
is estimated at $653,870,000. 
 
To obtain your own copy of 
the 2007 Annual Crop Report 
log on to: 

www.slocounty .ca.gov/
agcomm 

 
Or contact the San Luis 
Obispo County Department of 
Agriculture at: 

805-781-5910 

Lisa Baray, Erica Djafroodi, 
Bryanna Fissori, Amy Guerra, 
Jamie LeAnn Gul l iver, 
Amanda Hallows, Theodore 
Hertel, Casey Howard, Angela 
M a g d a l e n o ,  C o r r i e 
Nightengale, James Pierce, and 
Christopher Shogren. 
Recipients will be continuing 
their education in horticulture 
or related fields.   
 
Each year Nipomo High 
School FFA volunteers 
students to help at the different 
nurseries participating in the 
Open House.  Due to their 
efforts and time CCGGA 

awarded a $600.00 donation to 
NHS FFA to cover expenses 
for their budding nursery and 
greenhouse program.  The 
department was able to 
purchase items such as 
irrigation timers, garden carts, 
and weedeaters.  CCGGA 
proudly supports all our local 
school programs. 
 

Congratulations to all 
scholarship recipients and 
Nipomo High School FFA! 

C C G G A  a w a r d e d  1 2 
scholarships each in the 
amount of $1500.00.  Proceeds 
for these scholarship winners 
were all due to the generous 
efforts from our 2008 Open 
House participants - All 
Seasons F lowers ,  Bal l 
Floraplant, Ball Tagawa, 
Clearwater Nursery, Excel 
Roses, Hesse Horticulture, 
Greenheart Farms, Koch 
Cal ifornia, Pacif ic  Sun 
Growers, Ocean Breeze, 
Rosique and Native Sons. 
 
This yearõs Scholarship 
Recipients are (picture below): 
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Nipomo HS FFA Representative, 

Virginia Burroughs with CCGGA 

President Karen Franck 

Arroyo Grande In Bloom 

Arroyo Grande In Bloom is a volunteer group who works diligently to 
keep Arroyo Grande looking beautiful and bountiful.  Volunteers work 
to keep planters full of life and colorful in addition to helping 
homeowners understand good gardening practices.  A video is now 
available online:  

http:/ /www.arroyograndeinb loom.org/agibthemovie.htm 
AGIB recently entered in a nationwide competition, America In Bloom, 
featuring their efforts in beautify the city.  To learn more and volunteer 
your time contact: 

Bob Lund, Program Coordinator Co-Chair & Community 
Involvement: bob@lundsgif t .com 

CCGGA was able to send Karen Franck to a 2007 symposium for 
America In Bloom.  CCGGA members also continue to generously 
donate soil, plants, materials and time for their amazing efforts. 

Arroyo Grande In Bloom seeks to organize individual residents, city employees, business 

organizations and civic groups in projects that beautify and improve the appearance of the city. 


